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Pop Quiz
Q: How many colleges
and universities are in
the United States?

A: 4,500+

Types of Universities, Rankings
•
•
•
•

National Universities

•

Offer full range of undergraduate majors,
as well as master’s and doctoral degrees

Regional Universities

•

Offer full range of undergraduate majors
and some master’s degree (few, if any,
doctoral programs)

National Liberal Arts Colleges

•

Offer full range of undergraduate majors,
and award at least 50% of their degrees
in the liberal arts

Regional Colleges

•

Similar to NLAC, but award less than 50%
of their degrees in the liberal arts

Finding the Right Fit
Scholarships,
Cost, & Value

Location

Academic
Offerings

Graduate
Outcomes

Campus
Life

Size
“Feel”

Scholarships & Value
Comprehensive Costs (est. 2021-22)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Tuition
Housing
Meal plan
Student fees

Total (est.) = $46,400

International
student
scholarships
available, ranging
from $19,000 to
$25,000 per year!

Average Global Leaders Scholarship

$23,200

Average annual cost after scholarships

$23,200

Fast Facts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Founded in 1860
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
2,100 total students
140 international students
30+ countries represented
Small, private, selective
Focus on high-impact
learning experiences
50+ majors, 40+ minors
Liberal arts core curriculum

Ranked #1 in the nation out of more than 1,000
schools (1,000-5,000 enrollment); August 2020

What is a liberal arts education?

So, where is Sioux Falls, South Dakota?

Safe, with a Low Cost of Living

The Ultimate College Town
“It's the type of place where people
open the door for you even if you are
several steps behind. People actually get
out of their way to help someone,
something I appreciate and do in
response. It's a cozy city, in which it
takes a short time to feel like home. No
traffic, great parks, good night
entertainment and more, made it
everything I was looking for.”
-- Juan Juliao, Colombia

Location is everything.

Top city in the U.S. for young professionals (’17, ’18, & ‘19)

Best Small City for Business and Careers (’17, ’18, & ‘19)
Excellent CPT and OPT opportunities!

Easily Accessible.
Direct to ATL, MSP

Direct to DFW, ORD

Direct to ORD, DEN

Academic Excellence
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Popular Majors
Computer Science & Software
Engineering
Data Science
Government & Int’l Affairs
Accounting
Business Administration
Biology
Chemistry
Engineering Physics
Economics
Psychology

Dual Degree Engineering Program
For more
information, visit
augie.edu/dde!
3-4 years, B.A.

2 years, B.S.

2 years, B.S.
3 years, B.S., M.S./M.E.
2 years, direct M.S./M.E.

Performing and Visual Arts

Scholarships available for both
majors and non-majors!

High Impact Learning Experiences

But, we have fun too.

Britney Thong Sing Yi, ‘23
Hometown: Singapore
Majors at AU: Chemistry and
Business Administration
Involvement at AU: Augie Hip Hop
Club, ArtiTanzer Dance Project,
Student Ambassador
Favorite thing about AU?: “My
favorite thing is the people who
make up Augie. With them, there is
never a dull moment!”

Thai-Son (Shawn) Nguyen, ‘20
Hometown: Hanoi, Vietnam
Majors at AU: ACS Chemistry major,
with minors in Mathematics and
Physics
After AU: PhD Program in Materials
Science and Engineering at Cornell
University
Favorite AU memory?: “One of my
most memorable moments was the
first time I saw snow. I did not sleep
that night because I was so excited. I
even woke up my roommate (who is
from SD and had seen snow
hundreds of times) at 5 AM to see it.

Duy (Aaron) Nguyen, ‘20
Hometown: Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Majors at AU: Computer Science & Software
Engineering and Music
After AU: Currently in a master’s program at
Full Sail University
Why did you choose AU?: “I have never
regretted my decision to attend Augustana.
The community here is so friendly,
approachable, and supportive, and I have
grown immensely because of it. The Augie
community pushes me and creates
opportunities for me to get out of my comfort
zone. I have made more friends than I ever
could have imagined, and they are all
supportive and kind.”

Truc (Stephanie) Nguyen, ’20
Hometown: Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Majors at AU: Nursing
After AU: Recently accepted a full-time RN
job at Sanford Health in Sioux Falls
Favorite AU Memory?: “One of my favorite
memories is showing my friends how to
make bubble tea, which turned out to be
their favorite treat!”
Other thoughts?: “I also want to give much
appreciation to the IPO staff who have put
in great effort to support me and other
international students from the very
beginning and staying with us through the
end.”

Shitong Zhao, ‘19
Hometown: Beijing, China
Majors at AU: Physics, Math, and Chemistry
Why did you choose AU?
“The small class sizes at AU is a huge bonus. It
promotes frequent interactions between students
and professors and results in a great
environment/community for all.”
While at AU, I was able to…: “conduct research
for two summers as an undergrad, once at Kansas
State and once at Augustana. And, I got paid!”
Shitong is currently attending Cornell University
as a PhD student in their applied and engineering
physics program, after turning down Rice,
Columbia, Virginia, Michigan, and others.

Nhan Nguyen, ‘20
Hometown: Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Majors at AU: Chemistry major, with minors
in Mathematics, Physics and Biology
After AU: OPT in environmental research
Favorite AU Memory?: “My favorite
memories were on the Augustana Outdoor
Program (AOP) trips, from hiking to skiing. It
was so much fun to have a break from my
studies, in nature and with my friends.”
Other thoughts about AU?: ”Even as a
transfer student, I quickly felt the support
from the lovely community around me."

Chi Ngo, ‘13
Hometown: Hanoi, Vietnam
Majors at AU: Business & Communication Studies
Activities at AU: Yearbook, Union Board of
Governors, Viking Days Committee, Augustana
Cultural Exchange ambassador, Harry Potter Alliance
Why did you choose AU?: “My admission counselor
at Augie answered all my of questions (I had a lot…)
and made the process so smooth. I could tell that
they cared about me, and all their students. The
other schools I applied to were in California and had
huge class sizes, and I knew I wouldn’t get the same
attention. That’s why I chose Augie!”
Favorite thing about Augie?: “I really love the sense
of community at Augie. Everyone supports one
another, and I felt like I truly belonged there. I made
lifelong friends that I still see regularly to this day,
even though we live so far apart.”
Chi is currently attending the University of Brighton
(UK), getting her master’s in digital media on a fullyfunded scholarship.

Anh Ta, ‘14
Hometown: Hanoi, Vietnam
Major at AU: Art
After AU: MFA in Printmaking, Ohio University
(‘18)
Exhibitions: Portugal, Japan, and all over the US
Why did you choose AU?: “I had never heard of
South Dakota in my life but placed there for an
exchange year as a high school student. I was
expecting Seattle or New York, places I saw in
movies. But, it is so nice and peaceful here. I fell in
love with this place, and I chose Augie because of
the amazing professors and opportunities.”
While at AU, I was able to…: “study abroad in
Germany with one of the art professors, do an art
therapy internship at Sanford Health, and create
lifelong friendships.”

Kirtana Krishna Kumar, ‘20
Hometown: Ghaziabad, India
Majors at AU: Biology and Philosophy, with a
Psychology minor
After AU: Currently working at Sanford Research
in Sioux Falls
Thoughts about your time at AU?: “The Augie
community is amazing. The warm hugs I received
from the International Programs Office when I
first arrived, and my professors’ constant
guidance and support made me feel like I was
home. I know that there is always someone who
cares about me and believes in me. This is the
community that Augie has given me; challenging,
yet supportive and compassionate!

Darwin Garcia, ‘19

Hometown: Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Majors at AU: Physics and Math
Activities at AU: Augustana Student Association,
Viking Advisor, Society of Physics Students
Treasurer, Soccer Club, Catholic Campus Ministry
Why did you choose AU?
“Of the many schools I applied to, AU stood out
for the personal assistance I had through the
application process. I felt a strong sense of
community whenever I heard about it and this
remained true when I got here.”
Darwin is currently attending the Mayo Clinic
School of Biomedical Sciences in their biomedical
engineering and physiology PhD program.

Jonas Gjesdal, ‘18
Hometown: Bergen, Norway
Majors at AU: Government/Intl Affairs & Economics
Activities at AU: Augie International Club, COUPS,
HAPPY, ASA, Cross Country, Washington Semester
After AU: Internship with the Norwegian Foreign
Ministry at the World Trade Organization
Currently: Pursuing his MSc in Finance at National
University of Singapore, a top-15 school globally
Favorite thing about AU?: “I love the fact that Augie
is a liberal arts school. I am a generalist by nature,
and the vast curriculum here fit me perfectly. It’s so
important to widen your horizons in a time where the
norm is to change jobs at least 10 times in your
lifetime. If I went to a Norwegian school, I would not
have been exposed to so many topics, such as
religion, philosophy, theatre, environmental science,
and so many more. I loved it.”

Alejandro Garcia, ‘17

Hometown: Quito, Ecuador
Majors at AU: Political Science and German
Activities at AU: Co-President of the Augustana
International Club, Cultural Exchange Ambassador
After AU: Master’s in Int’l Law/ Human Rights (NYU)
Why did you choose AU? “I definitely thought the
recruitment process reflected how much Augustana
cares about its students. My admission counselor
was so attentive and willing to answer my questions.
My scholarship package was a big factor too!”
Other thoughts about your time at AU? “The
professors care so much about you. They challenge
and support you at the same time. Augie also gives
you the freedom to take classes in areas you haven’t
experienced before. You become well aware of
different topics and tools that you need in life.
Moreover, Augie has many opportunities though
student clubs and organizations that form you as a
person in your four years here. It is truly a wellrounded education.”

Skyy Pineda, ‘18

Hometown: Quetzaltenango, Guatemala
Major(s) at AU: Biochemistry
While at AU: Two summers of paid
undergraduate research, Chemistry tutor,
Bassist for the Augustana Orchestra
After AU: Currently in a PhD program in
Nuclear Chemistry at Michigan State University
Thoughts about your time at AU? “The
research opportunities and attention from the
professors at AU helped me get to where I am
today: researching and learning from some of
the world's leading nuclear physicists at an
internationally recognized research
institution.”

Kofi Gunu, ‘17

Hometown: Kumasi, Ghana
Majors at AU: Political Science and Economics
Thoughts about your time at AU? “The value of
the education I have gotten here, I don’t think I
would have gotten that anywhere else. It’s been
an amazing four years. Augustana is so
internationally minded, and I look forward to
taking my quality education from Augustana back
home with me to Ghana and make a lasting impact
on the lives of others.”
Kofi is currently attending Oxford
University on a fully-funded master’s
program as a Rhodes Scholar.

Apply for free!
1. Online application for admission and
scholarships at augie.edu/apply or
commonapp.org
2. Secondary school/high school transcript(s)
and/or national exam score reports
3. One test score report, such as the SAT, ACT,
TOEFL (min. 79 iBT), IELTS (min. 6.0 overall), or
Duolingo (min. 105)
4. One essay or personal statement on a topic of
your choice
5. Scan of the photo page of your passport
6. Financial documents, including the AU financial
ability form and supporting documents (family
bank statement, parental salary letter, etc)

AU awards college
credit for A-Levels (D
and above on A2
exams), AP (test scores
of 4 and above), and IB
(4 and above, plus 32
credit hours for the full
diploma)!

Thank you!

